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Summer/Fall 2009
Practice Analysis Update
Amie Hesbach, MSPT, CCRP, CCRT, ARSIG, President

I was reminded recently that I continue to refer to the AR-
SIG Practice Analysis.  So some ask, “What the heck is a Practice 
Analysis?” and “Why is the ARSIG doing one?”

Further information about Practice Analyses, especially with 
regards to developing Postgraduate Clinical Residency and Fel-
lowship Programs, is found on the APTA Web site.  An excellent 
answer to our first question, “What is a practice analysis?,” is 
found here.  “A practice analysis is a systematic plan of study of 
the professional practice behaviors and knowledge that comprise 
a specialty area of practice.  The purpose of the practice analy-
sis is to collect data that reliably and accurately describes what 
knowledge and skills are necessary to practice in a given area of 
specialization.”

Steps in the Practice Analysis “process” that have been com-
pleted by the ARSIG include:
1.	 Indentify a practice analysis coordinator.
2.	 Develop the pilot survey.
3.	 Field test the pilot survey.
4.	 Analyze pilot data.
5.	 Revise the survey, if necessary.
6.	 Submit the revised survey to the Committee.
7.	 Conduct the practice analysis survey.

Our “next steps” are: 
8.	 Analyze the practice analysis survey results.
9.	 Interpret practice analysis survey results.
10.	Submit the full technical report to the Committee.

The process, we’re finding, is slow but deliberate, and, over-
all, very exciting.  We hope that the results of our Practice 
Analysis will be published in the near future and cited in future 
animal rehabilitation/physical therapy educational and legisla-
tive plans.  We are indebted to our National Advisory Group as 
well as those who tested our pilot survey.  We’ll certainly keep 
you up to date on our progress.

NEVADA REGULATORY UPDATE
Thanks to Robyn Roth, PT, MPA, APT 
(http://www.sugarlandranch.org)
https://www.nvvetboard.us/GLSuiteWeb/HomeFrame.aspx

NRS 638.008 “Practice of veterinary medicine” defined. 
“Practice of veterinary medicine” means:
1.	To diagnose, treat, correct, change, relieve, or prevent ani-

mal disease, deformity, defect, injury, or other physical or 
mental conditions, including, but not limited to:
(a) The prescription or the administration of any drug, medi-

cine, biologic, apparatus, application, anesthetic or other 

therapeutic or diagnostic substance or technique;
(b) The collection of embryos;
(c) Testing for pregnancy or for correcting sterility or infertility;
(d) Acupuncture;
(e) Dentistry;
(f ) Chiropractic procedures;
(g) Surgery, including cosmetic surgery; or
(h) Rendering advice or recommendation with regard to 

any of these.
2.	 To represent, directly or indirectly, publicly or privately, an 

ability and willingness to do any act described in subsection 
1.

3.	 To use any title, words, abbreviation or letters in a manner 
or under circumstances which induce the belief that the 
person using them is qualified to do any act described in 
subsection 1, except if the person is a veterinarian.

(Added to NRS by 1989, 536; A 1995, 1676)
https://www.nvvetboard.us/GLSuiteWeb/HomeFrame.aspx
Nevada Administrative Code (NAC 638)

ANIMAL PHYSICAL THERAPY
638.750 	 “Animal physical therapy” defined.
638.760 Requirements to practice; application for certifi-

cate of registration; fee.
638.770 	 Expiration and renewal of certificate; fee.
638.780	 Standards of practice for physical therapist 

holding certificate; maintenance of records.
638.790	 Disciplinary action.

ANIMAL PHYSICAL THERAPY
NAC 638.750 “Animal physical therapy” defined.
(NRS 638.070) As used in NAC 638.750 to 638.790, inclu-
sive, “animal physical therapy” means the rehabilitation of in-
juries in a nonhuman animal through the use of the following 
techniques, but does not include animal chiropractic:
1.	 Stretching;
2.	 Massage therapy;
3.	 Rehabilitative exercise;
4.	 Hydrotherapy;
5.	 Application of heat or cold; and
6.	 Stimulation by the use of:

(a)	 Low-level lasers;
(b)	Electrical sources;
(c)	 Magnetic fields; or
(d)	Noninvasive therapeutic ultrasound.

(Added to NAC by Bd. of Veterinary Med. Exam’rs by R009-
04, eff. 4-26-2004; A by R091-06, 11-13-2006)

NAC 638.760 Requirements to practice; application for 
certificate of registration; fee. (NRS 638.070)
1.	 A person shall not practice animal physical therapy in this 

State unless he is:
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(a)	 A veterinarian;
(b)	 A licensed veterinary technician who complies with 

the provisions of NAC 638.053; or
(c)	 A physical therapist who has obtained a certificate 

of registration pursuant to this section and complies 
with the provisions of NAC 638.780.

2.	 A physical therapist who desires to secure a certificate of 
registration to practice animal physical therapy in this 
State must make written application to the Board.

3.	 The application must be on a form provided by the Board, 
include any information required by the Board and be ac-
companied by satisfactory proof that the applicant:
(a)	 Is of good moral character;
(b)	 Has been an active licensed physical therapist in this 

State for at least 3 years;
(c)	 Is in good standing with the State Board of Physical 

Therapy Examiners;
(d)	 Has successfully completed at least 100 hours of instruc-

tion or course work, or a combination of both, in the area 
of animal physical therapy, which must include, without 
limitation, assessment and planning of treatment, behav-
ior, biomechanics, common orthopedic and neurological 
conditions, comparative anatomy, neurology, and thera-
peutic modalities and exercises; and

(e)	 Has completed at least 125 hours of supervised clini-
cal experience in animal physical therapy with a li-
censed veterinarian.

4.	 The application must be signed by the applicant, notarized 
and accompanied by a fee of $50.

5.	 Except as otherwise provided in NAC 638.790, upon re-
ceipt of the application and information required by sub-
section 3 and payment of the fee, the Board will issue to 
the physical therapist a certificate of registration.

(Added to NAC by Bd. of Veterinary Med. Exam’rs by R009-
04, eff. 4-26-2004; A by R075-06, 11-13-2006)

NAC 638.770 Expiration and renewal of certificate; fee. 
(NRS 638.070)
1.	 Each certificate of registration issued pursuant to NAC 

638.760 or renewed pursuant to this section expires on 
January 1 of each year.

2. 	 Each application for renewal of a certificate of registration 
must be:
(a) Submitted in the form established by the Board;
(b) Signed by the physical therapist and accompanied by a 

renewal fee of $25;
(c) Accompanied by proof that the physical therapist com-

pleted, during the 12-month period immediately pre-
ceding the beginning of the new registration year, at 
least 5 hours of continuing education in animal physi-
cal therapy approved by the Board; and

(d) Accompanied by proof that his license as a physical thera-
pist in this State is active and that he is in good standing 
with the State Board of Physical Therapy Examiners.

3.	 A physical therapist who fails to renew his certificate of regis-
tration before it expires forfeits his certificate of registration.

4.	 Except as otherwise provided in NAC 638.790, upon receipt 
of the application for renewal and the information required by 
subsection 2 and payment of the renewal fee, the Board will 

renew the certificate of registration of the physical therapist.
(Added to NAC by Bd. of Veterinary Med. Exam’rs by R009-04, 
eff. 4-26-2004)

NAC 638.780   Standards of practice for physical therapist 
holding certificate; maintenance of records. (NRS 638.070)
1.	A physical therapist who has been issued a certificate of reg-

istration pursuant to NAC 638.760 may practice animal 
physical therapy only:
(a) 	Under the direction of a veterinarian licensed in this State 

who has established a valid veterinarian-client-patient re-
lationship concerning the animal receiving the animal 
physical therapy before the animal physical therapy is 
performed; and

(b) 	If the physical therapist assumes individual liability for 
the quality of the animal physical therapy performed.

2.	 The veterinarian under whose direction the physical therapist 
performs the animal physical therapy:
(a) Is not required to supervise the physical therapist during 

the animal physical therapy.
(b) Is not liable for the acts or omissions of the physical thera-

pist who performs the animal physical therapy.
3. 	 Each physical therapist who has been issued a certificate of 

registration shall:
(a) Maintain in this State for at least 4 years a separate written 

medical record of each animal receiving animal physical 
therapy from the physical therapist.

(b) Within 48 hours after the initial visit with the animal, 
mail or transmit by facsimile machine a complete copy of 
the medical record to the veterinarian under whose direc-
tion the physical therapist performs the animal physical 
therapy.

(c) Within 48 hours after each subsequent visit with the ani-
mal, mail or transmit by facsimile machine a progress re-
port to the veterinarian under whose direction the physi-
cal therapist performs the animal physical therapy.

4.	 The veterinarian shall include the copy of the medical record 
received pursuant to subsection 3 in the medical record re-
quired pursuant to NAC 638.0475. The written medical re-
cord must include, without limitation:
(a) The name, address and telephone number of the owner 

of the animal;
(b) The name or identifying number, or both, of the animal;
(c) The age, sex and breed of the animal;
(d) The dates of care, custody or treatment of the animal;
(e) The results of a basic rehabilitation examination related to 

physical therapy;
(f) The diagnosis and treatment plan related to physical thera-

py recommended by the physical therapist for the animal; 
and

(g) The progress and disposition of the case.
(Added to NAC by Bd. of Veterinary Med. Exam’rs by R009-04, 
eff. 4-26-2004)

NAC 638.790  Disciplinary action. (NRS 638.070)
1.	 A violation of a provision of chapter 638 or 640 of NRS or 

a regulation adopted by the State Board of Physical Therapy 
Examiners or the Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical 
Examiners is a ground for disciplinary action.
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2. If the Nevada State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners
determines that an applicant for a certificate of registration
pursuant to NAC 638.760 or a physical therapist who has
been issued a certificate of registration pursuant to NAC
638.760 has committed any act which is a ground for disci-
plinary action, the Board may:
(a)	 Refuse to issue a certificate of registration;
(b)	 Refuse to renew a certificate of registration;
(c)	 Revoke a certificate of registration;
(d)	 Suspend a certificate of registration for a definite period

or until further order of the Board;
(e)	 Impose a fine in an amount not to exceed $10,000 for 

each act that constitutes a ground for disciplinary ac-
tion;

(f)	 Place a physical therapist who has been issued a certificate 
of registration on probation subject to any reasonable 
conditions imposed by the Board, including, without 
limitation, requiring courses in continuing education or 
a periodic or continuous review of his animal physical 
therapy practice;

(g)	 Administer a public reprimand;
(h) Require the physical therapist who has been issued a cer-

tificate of registration to take a competency examination 
or a mental or physical examination; and

(i) Require the physical therapist who has been issued a cer-
tificate of registration to pay all costs, including, without 
limitation, attorney’s fees, incurred by the Board in tak-
ing disciplinary action against him.

(Added to NAC by Bd. of Veterinary Med. Exam’rs by R009-04, 
eff. 4-26-2004)


